
Melanie Zwang Davis (Mrs. Sol)
in 1891

Melanie was born in Sennfeld, Germany near Mannheim^ In Germany Jews did

not have surnames. The government said that Melanie's grandfather had to

have a surname; so, he chose Zwang which means force. Jjer grandfather

said,"If you force you are Zwang."

Melanie*s father was Herman Zwang ( 1854-1931) His uncle on his mother's

side Marcus Oppenheimer had gone to Marcus when there was no Marcus, just

an Indian reservation. Her father went to_Marcus in I871. He lived in a
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log cabin in Marcus with his uncle Marcus who never married")) All of
Uncle Marcus"s brothers and his sister stayed in Portland, ^arcus was named

for his uncle Marcus. His Uncle Marcus had a general store in Marcus.

Marcus was near an Indian reservation. Marcus was filled with Chinese.

They washed up gpld in the Columbia River. Melanie still has a little scale

her father used to .wareh gold.

uer father returned to Sennfeld and married Melanie's mother in 1888.

Melanie's brother Saul was a year older than Melanie. Hew sister Clara was

If years older.

Her family came to Colville in 1897 when Melanie was 6. Colville was 12

miles from Marcus.

The family returned to Marcus in 1900 when Melanie was 9 because her father

had been in business there begore with his uncle Marcus who had now retired.

Her father opened a general mercantile store in Marcus-German Zwang, Gen

eral Merchandise.

Melanie says there was a good school in Marcus. She graduated from highschool

there and worked in her father's store for a few years. There were about

300 people in Marcus. There was one other Jewish family, the Werzbergs.

The 2 Jewish families became very close. " My mother and her mother were

good friends. My brother and his brother went into the furniture business

ft Spokane. It became a big business- it is still there, run by the sons."

It got very cold in Marcus. As kids we went down and made fires on the banks

of the Columbia River. We lived on the banks of the river.






